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scheme of conquering all India in the very hour of its
consummation? Where the infidels to deride the crowned
saint of Islam in the moment of victory? The emperor
had, it is true, passed the allotted span of human existence.
But was that not a sign that the Almighty was prolonging
his life that he might win the goal which Asad Khan now
urged him to abandon?

The emperor was shrewd enough to guess the motives
of the military chiefs. But with senile obstinacy he clung
to his hope to bring, as Alauddin had done, all India
beneath the canopy of Delhi. Asad Khan, however, pre-
vailed on him to open negotiations, But the loyal Rajaram
asked for the liberation of Shahu before he would cease
operations. The emperor lost his temper at this not un-
reasonable demand and gladly made it an excuse to dismiss
rudely the Maratha envoys. He was confirmed in his
views by an event that took place about this time, namely,
the murder of Santaji Ghorpade. For a long time past
there had been a feud between this distinguished soldier
and Dhanaji Jadav. It began early in Rajaram's reign
when Sanlaji Ghorpade was promoted to the chief command
in spile of claims which to Dhanaji, at any rate, seemed
superior. So long as Pralhad Niraji lived, his high in-
fluence and character curbed the passions of the angry
captains. But in 1697, during the siege of Jinji, Pralhad
Niraji had incurred the displeasure of the regent, and
broken-hearted by his rebuke, had gone on a pilgrimage to
Pandharpur*, and had committed suicide before the shrine
of Krishna. Pralhad Niraji's control removed, Dhanaji
Jadav resolved to destroy his rival.* At this time Santa ji
Ghorpade at the head of a force numbering twenty-five
thousand men was campedf aoino eighteen to twenty miteft
south of Bijapur. Firoz Jang, with a largo body of
Moghuls, was advancing against him from the north. When
still four or five marches away, he heard of Dhanaji Jadav's
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